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From  th e  Editor

W e t, W e t, W e t!  No, not th e  e igh tie s  pop group but a de s cription of th e  s e as on h e re  in th e  UK. 
O h  ye s , and rath e r a lot of w ind at tim e s  as  w e ll.  In s h ort, I th ink  th at w e  h ave  be e n rath e r s poilt 
in re ce nt ye ars  and global w arm ing h as  now  s h ow n it's  oth e r s ide .  Still, w e  did m anage  s om e  
good cruis ing in K e m ara and oth e rs  als o m anage d to h ave  a good tim e .  Sadly, as  you w ill 
re ad, th e  rallie s  fe ll a victim  of th e  w e ath e r th ough  a ce rtain ne w s le tte r e ditor s ucce e de d in 
putting th e  w rong date  in th e  pre vious  one  for th e  Dartm outh  Gath e ring.  Re ports , s uch  as  th e y 
are  w ill be  found be low .

Nick  Vas s  h as  contribute d tw o ve ry us e ful article s  on tw o im portant te ch nical as pe cts  of look ing 
afte r our love ly little  boats .  One  on os m os is  and th e  oth e r on th rough  h ull fittings .  I am  alw ays  
re m inde d of th at im m ortal but now  probably anonym ous  s age  w h o s aid “W h y w h e n th e y h ave  at 
las t de ve lope d a truly w ate rtigh t m ate rial from  w h ich  to build boats  do w e  now  ins is t on 
pe ppe ring it w ith  h ole s  lik e  a colande r?”  Still, I s us pe ct th at w e  w ould not w is h  to give  up our 
prope rly plum be d in h e ads  and s uch  lik e .

My call for oth e r contributions  h as  be e n ans w e re d and you s h ould be  able  to find an inte re s ting 
s e le ction of article s  h e re .  Ple as e  k e e p th e m  com ing as  th e y add e norm ous ly to th e  s ucce s s  of 
th is  ne w s le tte r and th ank you to Nick , Rod, and Bruce .

Finally, w e  h ave  a couple  of clas s ifie d adve rtis e m e nts  in th is  is s ue , ple as e  fe e l fre e  to adve rtis e  
h e re  for w h ate ve r H urle y re late d s tuff you m ay w is h  to s e ll.  Rod Coom be r w ill als o of cours e  
put th e m  on th e  w e b s ite  as  w e ll.

H appy s ailing or s h ould I s ay h appy laying up now .

Roge r Kynas ton
H urle y 22 "Ke m ara
Editor
Octobe r 2007
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I bough t m y first H urley in 19 82! Can th at really be  25 years  ago? H ow ever, m y involvem ent w ith  th e  
H urley O w ners  As sociation began a m ere  2 years  ago, w h en I attended th e  South ern Region gath ering at 
M arch w ood. Th at w e e k end w as  so good th at I h ad be en look ing forw ard to th is  years’ m e eting ever s ince  
and so w h en th e  new s  cam e th rough  th at w e  w ere  to m e et at th e  H ornet Sailing Club in Gosport m y 
attendance w as , subject to th e  usual sailor’s  caveats  of w ind and w eath er th at attend sailing, virtually 
as sured.

M y h om e  port is  Poole, w h ich  is  q uite  a long w ay from  Gosport and even th ough  a friend told m e  it w as  
pos s ible to do it one  tide , h e  h as  a 36ft W e sterly, not a 24/70. Actually th is  w ork s  out rath er w ell for m e , 
as  it is  a perfect excus e  to extend th e  m e eting into an extended w e e k end. Spend th e  first nigh t at 

New tow n Cre e k , alw ays  
blis sful, th en on to 
Gosport. By w ay of 
return I could retrace  
m y steps , m aybe  fit in a 
look  at Bem bridge  as  
w ell. Perfect!

Th e  trip w as  uneventful. 
New tow n Cre e k  w as  
peaceful, apart from  th e  
distant rack et of th e  
IOW  pop fe stival, and 
th e  m ove on to 
Portsm outh  w as  

intere sting. Th e  arrangem ent w as  th at w e  s h ould enter th e  H aslar m arina, proce ed to th e  subm arine  and 
th en ph one  Tim  for furth er instructions . M y problem  w as  th at I couldn’t s e e  a subm arine  –  w ell you don’t 
expect a subm arine  to be  in th e  air do you?

Of cours e  th os e  of you th at k now  about th e s e  th ings  w ill k now  th at th is  is  part of th e  Gosport Subm arine  
M us eum .

Th e  m ooring space at H ornet Sailing Club is  very efficiently us ed w ith  m any berth s  be ing us ed by tw o or 
m ore  boats , w h ich  is  anoth er w ay of saying th at it is  q uite  tigh t to get into, but Tim  w as  on h and to as s ist 
and w e  w ere  soon m oored up and on our w ay to th e  club h ous e  for a drink . W h en I th ink  of th e  “sum m er” 
w e  h ave h ad s ince  th en it is  h ard to believe just h ow  luck y w e  w ere  w ith  th e  w eath er. Sat on th e  patio, 
w ith  Tim  and Dave Gow ers , overlook ing th e  m arina and soak ing up th e  suns h ine , it really w as  very 
pleasant inde ed.

Dave cam e by road and could not stay for th e  evening but it w as  great to m e et h im  and I for one  could 
certainly identify w ith  th e  adventure s  h e  told us  h e  w as  h aving, as  w e  all do, w h en w e  are  fairly new  to 
sailing.



Ken M acKenzie  arrived in Sulu II, h is  22, but could not stay 
for th e  evening m eal e ith e r but certainly k ept us  entertained 
w ith  storie s  of h is  care er as  a pilot in th e  Royal Navy and h is  
plans  to tak e  part in th e  forth com ing Round Th e  Island race . 
 Jeff M oody arrived w ith  h is  24/70, Curlew  of Bos h am , and 
once Nick  Grogan in h is  22, Kione , arrived w ith  h is  crew , 
Bruce, w e  w ere  all pre s ent and could s ettle dow n to enjoy th e  
facilitie s  of our h ost club

Th e  H ornet Sailing Club started life  as  a naval e stablis h m ent, 
H M S H ornet, and th e  clubh ous e  is  w h at w as  th e  w ard room  

w as . Th e  w ood panelling provide s  an excellent w arm  and w elcom ing fe eling and th is  w arm th  is  furth er 
extended by th e  m em bers  and th e  staff. 

Th e  food w as  great and very reasonably priced and th e  staff excellent at s elling de s e rts  to people w h o 
th ink  th ey are  full! Add good be er and good com pany, w h at can I say, it w as  a very good evening th at 
ended all too soon. It alw ays  am aze s  m e  h ow  m uch  conversation can be  h ad from  a com m on intere st; in 
th is  cas e  H urley boats . Th e  m ost ins ignificant nut and bolt can be  exam ined and analys ed, w ith  lots  of 
sugge stions  for m odification and/or im provem ent. Is  it really surpris ing th at our w ive s  find oth er very 
pre s s ing th ings  to do?

Th e m arina provide s  plenty of protection and th e  four of th at slept on board h ad a good nigh t. Th e  
m orning w as  brigh t and sunny, giving no w arning of th e  very poor vis ibility in th e  Solent. Jeff m ade  
break fast and generously offered bacon sandw ich e s  to us  and as  th e  m orning w ore  on w e  ch os e  our tim e s  
to depart. 

So th e  2007 H OA m e eting cam e to end. 

M ik e  Carter
 

Th e  Dartm outh  Me e ting

As  note d e arlie r, a ce rtain ne w s le tte r e ditor s ucce e de d in putting th e  w rong date  in th e  las t 
ne w s le tte r about w h e n th is  m e e t w ould be  h appe ning.  Ne e dle s s  to s ay, h e  h as  now  be e n 
s e ve re ly re prim ande d and w ill not be  com m itting a s im ilar e rror in th e  future .  It w as  rath e r s ad 
about th is  as  I did h ave  s om e  inte re s t e xpre s s e d by pe ople  in th e  are a but w h o w e re  th e n 
unable  to atte nd once  I h ad com m unicate d th e  corre ct date  to th e m .

Th e  le s s  th an w onde rful w e ath e r m ade  th e  w h ole  e nte rpris e  rath e r difficult anyw ay and as  it 
h appe ns , th e  w e e k e nd of June  15 w h ich  I h ad m is tak e nly give n out w ould not h ave  be e n a nice  
w e e k e nd at all.  Th e  w e e k e nd in July w h e re  I did m ak e  it to Dartm outh  w as  m uch  ple as ante r but 
le s s  w e ll ble s s e d w ith  w ind.  Ne ve r w as  it true r th at th e re  is  e ith e r too m uch  or too little  w ind.

On th e  w e e k e nd I h ad actually de s ignate d I got dow n to Ke m ara at Starcros s  and proce e de d to 
h e ad dow n rive r.  I w as  on m y ow n as  Audre y, m y w ife  w as  unable  to ge t th e  Friday off w ork . 
 For th os e  of you w h o k now  th e  Exe , it is  s ilting up a bit in th e  approach  ch anne l and I h ad th is  
e m ph atically prove n to m e  w h e n I s ucce e de d in running aground tw o h ours  be fore  low  w ate r.  In 
th e  pas t, it h as  be e n pos s ible  to ge t dow n e ve n at low  w ate r s prings  s o long as  you are  care ful; 
but not now !



Still, w h ile  I w as  be ating pas t Be rry H e ad, I did re ce ive  a call on m y m obile  from  David Rick ard. 
 W e  dis cus s e d m e e ting up in Dartm outh  but h e  h ad to w ait for th e  tide  at Stok e  Gabrie l and w ith  
a dying w ind and a tide  about to turn foul it w as  going to be  a fe w  h ours  till I m ade  it th e re .  Still, 
it w as  a nice  s ail and ble w  th e  cobw e bs  out th at h ad accum ulate d th rough  June .

Ne xt ye ar I h ope  to be  able  to both  ge t th e  righ t date  in th e  cale ndar, ne w s le tte r, m y diary and 
als o contrive  not to run aground in th e  m outh  of th e  Exe .  Be low  is  a picture  of Ke m ara le aving 
Brixh am  in a good bre e z e .

Roger Kynaston



Os m os is

Os m os is  is  a condition th at affe cts  GRP boats , cars  and w ate rtank s  and m anife s ts  its e lf by th e  
appe arance  of blis te rs  be tw e e n th e  diffe re nt laye rs  of th e  layup.

Polye s te r re s in is  s ligh tly porous .  Mois ture  doe s  afte r a tim e  trave l th rough  it and w ill colle ct in 
any voids  in th e  GRP cons truction.  Th e s e  blis te rs  can be  ve ry s m all, about th e  s iz e  of a h alf of 
a h undre d and th ous and cak e  de coration, about th e  s iz e  of a s plit pe e  or up to th e  s iz e  of h alf a 
ch e rry.  Any bigge r th an th is  is  de s cribe d by s urve yors  as  be ing s e rious  de lam ination.

Th e  proble m  is  caus e d by m any diffe re nt factors  or a com bination of a num be r of factors .
Os m os is  is  m ore  com m on on ve s s e ls  us e d in w arm  w ate rs  or fre s h  w ate r lak e s  or rive rs .  I h ave  
s e e n te rrible  os m os is  in yach ts  in yards  around Lak e  Ge ne va.  Th e y k e e p on us ing th e m  and 
apart from  be ing a little  h e avy due  to w ate r ingre s s  not m uch  e ls e  h appe ns  and th e y are  fine  to 
carry on us ing.
Boats  us e d in th e  Lak e  Dis trict te nd to s uffe r from  Os m os is  m ore  th an ve s s e ls  found in th e  cold 
s alt w ate r of England.
My ow n H urle y h as  bad os m os is  in its  w ate r tank  and als o unde r any are as  of Tre adm as te r 
de ck ing.  Th is  is  w h e re  w arm  rainw ate r h as  colle cte d.  I carry on us ing th e  w ate r tank  and don’t 
notice  a lot of s m e ll.  I us e  plas tic containe rs  of w ate r from  Te s co to drink  or brus h  m y te e th .

Re as ons  for os m os is .
1. Failure  to m ix th e  re s in and catalys t toge th e r prope rly during m anufacture  w h ich  cre ate s  
pock e ts  of uncure d re s in;
2. Le aving th e  laye rs  to cure  for too long be tw e e n coats  of re s in.  For e xam ple  ove r nigh t or 
ove r a w e e k e nd;
3. Poor atte ntion to h um idity le ve ls  in th e  w ork s h op w h e re  th e  boat w as  laye d up.  If 
conde ns ation is  allow e d to form  be tw e e n th e  laye rs  th e  ge lcoat or re s in w ill not adh e re  
prope rly;
4. Poor le ve ls  of cle anline s s  in th e  w ork s h op.  Contam ination by dus t e tc.

So th e  m ois ture  trave ls  th rough  th e  one  or tow  laye rs  of ge lcoat (re s in and pigm e nt) tow ards  th e  
laye rs  of m atting or w ove n rovings  w h ich  are  w e tte d in w ith  re s in.
Th e  m ois ture  colle cts  in pock e ts  and cre ate s  are as  of h igh  pre s s ure .  I.e . th e  ch e m icals  in th e  
dis s olve d re s in m ix w ith  w ate r to form  a m ixture  th at h as  a h igh e r pre s s ure  th an th at of th e  
w ate r outs ide  th e  h ull.

Os m os is  is  ofte n m os t e vide nt w h e n a ve s s e l is  firs t tak e n out of th e  w ate r.  If th e  s un is  s trong 
th e  w arm th  w ill incre as e  th e  volum e  of th e  w ate r in th e  blis te r pock e ts  and m ak e  it e xpand.  Th e  
blis te rs  w ill be com e  large r.

If you burs t a prope r os m otic blis te r you m igh t be  able  to s m e ll ace tic acid.  You s h ould tas te  it 
too by rubbing your fingure  into th e  blis te r.  Th e  ace tic acid is  a product of th e  s tyre ne  and 
ace tone  us e d as  s olve nts  in th e  re s in.

Os m os is  is  com m only found on boats  from  th e  m id s e ve ntie s  w h ich  w as  around th e  tim e  of th e  
oil cris is .  Boat builde rs  w e re  e xpe rim e nting w ith  alte rnative  type s  of s ynth e tic catalys ts  to s ave  
m one y.  Not all w ork e d.  Luck y for us  H urle y us e d s tandard Is oph alatic re s ins  w h ich  w e re  of 
good q uality and th e  boats  w e re  w e ll m ade .



Mode rn boats  are  built in w ork s h ops  w h e re  h um idity is  controlle d.  Boat builde rs  w ork  round th e  
clock  to e ns ure  th at curing and laye ring tim e s  are  k e pt pre cis e .  Re s ins  are  now  advance d.

H ow e ve r, USA and Canadian boats  can s uffe r as  th e ir gove rnm e nts  h ave  force d boat builde rs  
to re duce  s tyre ne  le ve ls  by us ing alte rnative  re s ins .  If you go Em s w orth  H arbour ne ar 
Ch ich e s te r you w ill s e e  lots  of alm os t ne w  Trade r m otor yach ts  be ing tre ate d for os m os is  unde r 
w arrante e .  Em s w orth  is  s h allow , th e  w ate r is  w arm  and brack is h .  Sam e  th ing h appe ns  to boats  
in Ch ris tch urch .  Th e re  are  loads  of W e s te rly Ce ntaurs  in Ch ris tch urch .  Many s uffe r from  
os m os is  but don’t com e  to com e  to any re al h arm .  Th e  ow ne r’s  jus t antifoule d ove r th e  blis te rs .

Alte rnative s .  W h at to do.
As k  a s urve yor w h o is  pas s ing h ow  bad th e  blis te rs  are  and as k  h im  or h e r to ch e ck  m ois ture  
conte nt.
If th e  blis te rs  are  s m all or th e  ve s s e l is  of low  value  th e n jus t carry on us ing th e  boat as  if 
noth ing h ad h appe ne d.  Monitor th e  blis te rs  e ach  ye ar.  Tak e  ph otograph s  and re cord m ois ture  
le ve ls .
H ow e ve r, th e  m ois ture  le ve ls  w ill ch ange  de pe nding on atm os ph e ric conditions  and s h ould be  
tak e n as  a re lative  re ading agains t th e  re ading tak e n of th e  tops ide s  above  th e  w ate rline . 
 Typically th re e  or four tim e s  h igh e r be low  th at w ate rline  com pare d to above  is  norm al.
Typically a Sove re ign m e te r th e  re ading above  w ould ave rage  4 and be low  w ould be  be tw e e n 
14 and 19 .  Th is  w ould be  fine  for a H urle y but w e t for a ne w e r boat or a Motorboat.
A condition calle d w ick ing m igh t occur w h e re  m ois ture  ‘w h ick s ’ up th rough  th e  glas s  fibre s  to th e  
tops ide s  and cre ate s  s m all blis te rs  around th e  w ate rline .  Th is  is  not a gre at proble m .

Cure s .
1. Do noth ing and carry on us ing th e  boat k now ing th at th e  value  of th e  boat m igh t be  
affe cte d;
2. Re m ove  th e  ge lcoat by pe aling it off by a h ire d plane  type  de vice , by h aving it s lurry 
blas te d of or s craping it off w ith  a s crape r and h ot air paint s trippe r.  Th is  las t w ay is  m e s s y, 
m igh t dam age  th e  lam inate , m igh t pois on you w ith  fum e s  or m igh t s e t fire  to th e  boat but is  
ch e ap.

You w ill ne e d to re m ove  all of th e  ge lcoat and allow  th e  h ull to dry for a ve ry long tim e  until th e  
m ois ture  le ve ls  fall to about th e  s am e  be low  th e  w ate rline  com pare d to w h at th e y are  above  th e  
w ate rline .  Th is  w ill tak e  up to nine  m onth s  but de pe nds  on clim ate .  Drying tim e s  can be  
s pe e de d up by us ing infra re d lam ps  or de -h um idifie rs  but th is  is  e xpe ns ive .

It is  not a good ide a to paint e poxy re s in onto a dam p h ull.  Th is  w ill jus t trap m ois ture  in and 
caus e  th e  lay-up to de lam inate .  If th is  h appe ns  th e  s tructure  w ill be  s crap.

Epoxy re s in s h ould be  applie d to a dry h ull s tripe d of ge lcoat or you w ill be  w as ting your m one y.

Th is  is  a s im plis tic e xplanation of os m os is .  Th e re  w ill be  lots  of folk  w h o w ill dis agre e  as  it is  a 
ve ry conte ntious  is s ue .

More  about w h y boats  are n’t jus t built of e poxy re s in late r.  Th at is  a diffe re nt s tory
Nick



SEALIFT2 EXPERIENCE

I s h ould h ave  lifte d Gandalf, m y H urle y 27, las t Octobe r w h e n m y club in Gos port h ad its  autum n 
lift w e e k e nd.  I w as  due  to com e  out (w e  can only lift a proportion of our boats  e ach  ye ar 
be caus e  of lack  of s pace  as h ore ) but fam ily com m itm e nts  m e ant th at I w as  e ls e w h e re  th at 
w e e k e nd, s o Gandalf h ad to s tay afloat for anoth e r w inte r.  Th is  is  not a proble m  in its e lf, as  our 
m oorings  are  w e ll-s h e lte re d from  m os t dire ctions , but by th is  s pring Gandalf’s  be ard w as  gre e n 
not gre y! So, s om e th ing h ad to be  done , but w h at? W e ll, th e  club h as  a s crubbing grid but I 
re ally didn’t fancy trying th at s ingle -h ande d.  Now  th at I’m  re tire d, th e  as s um ption s e e m s  to be  
th at I s h ould do all th e  m ainte nance -type  activitie s  on m y ow n during th e  w e e k , s o th at th e  
w e e k e nds  are  fre e  for s ailing and oth e r activitie s .  Anoth e r pos s ibility w as  th e  local boatyard, 
w h ich  h ad a re as onable  offe r for lift-out, pre s s ure  w as h , block ing th e  boat up to allow  you to 
antifoul e tc, and re launch .  Th e  only proble m  w as  th at you h ad to be  lifte d on a Friday and 
re launch e d th e  follow ing Monday.  Now  th e  re al proble m  w ith  th at is  th at I live  jus t w e s t of Bris tol 
- a 2½h r drive .  Th is  m e ant th at I e ith e r h ad to find a B& B (living on board for th e  w e e k e nd w as  
not an option) or do th e  Bris tol-Gos port-Bris tol drive  tw ice .  Eith e r option incre as e d th e  cos ts  
s ignificantly.  So w h at to do?

Th e n I re m e m be re d re ading s om e w h e re  about Se aLift2, a m ode rn w ay of q uick ly lifting a boat 
for a s crub e tc.  I couldn’t re m e m be r w h e re  I’d re ad about it, but a q uick  Google  s oon locate d 
th e ir w e bs ite  (w w w .s e alift2.com ) w h ich  e xplaine d all.  Se aLift2 is  s ituate d at Cow e s  a s h ort 
dis tance  up th e  Me dina from  th e  ch ain fe rry.  It is  de s cribe d as  a floating dock  s ys te m  and 
com pris e s  a floating pontoon to w h ich  is  conne cte d, by cunning pivots  e tc, a h ollow  s te e l dock  
platform  w h ich  can be  q uick ly floode d and th e n pum pe d full of com pre s s e d air to rais e  it, and 
your boat, out of th e  w ate r.  Th e  w e b-s ite  s aid th at a lift-s crub-low e r cycle  took  about 45 m in and 
w ould cos t about £70 +  VAT for a boat of Gandalf’s  s iz e .  Th is  q uick  s crub is  ide al for th e  racing 
com m unity but you could als o h ave  th e  boat antifoule d and do oth e r w ork  on prope lle rs , 
s e acock s  e tc. W e ll, it all s e e m e d q uite  inte re s ting and s o I gave  th e m  a ring, and afte r s om e  
difficulty ge tting th rough , I e nde d up talk ing to Ralph , w h o runs  th e  facility (I th ink  th e re ’s  a h e ad 
office  s om e w h e re  e ls e  on th e  Is land). H e  w as  ve ry frie ndly and e xplaine d th at if I w ante d to 
antifoul, th e y w ould ge t m e  out as  th e  las t lift of an afte rnoon and put m e  back  in th e  follow ing 
m orning.  I could do th e  w ork  m ys e lf, in w h ich  cas e  th e y w ould ch arge  m e  £60 for an ove rnigh t 
s tay. Alte rnative ly th e y could do it for m e , w h e n th e  cos t w ould be  £200 +  VAT (th is  include d th e  
lift/launch ) but I w ould h ave  to s upply th e  paint.  So, w ith  s om e  tre pidation, I book e d Gandalf in 
for a couple  of w e e k s  tim e , 4 –  5th  April.  I w as  appre h e ns ive  be caus e  I’m  not us ually (e ve r?) 
out th at e arly in th e  s e as on and I w as  w orrie d th at th e  w e ath e r m igh t not s uit an ine xpe rie nce d 
s ingle -h ande r.

In th e  e ve nt, a w e e k  or s o be fore h and th e  fore cas ts  w e re  a bit iffy, s o I gave  Ralph  a call.  H e  
w as  ve ry re -as s uring.  Th e y w ouldn’t w ant to antifoul if th e  w e ath e r w as  w e t and th e y w ould jus t 
re -book  m e  for a late r date .

My appointm e nt on 4th  April w as  for 1500h rs , s o I le ft m y m ooring at Gos port at about 1130h rs . 
 Th e  w ind w as  NE 3-4 and th e  w e ath e r w as  re as onable .  Look ing for a q uie t life , I jus t unrolle d 
th e  ge noa and s h ot rapidly dow n th e  e as te rn Sole nt to Cow e s  and th e n up th e  Me dina, w h e re  I 
e as ily found th e  Se alift facility (jus t ups tre am  of th e  UKSA s ite ).  W h e n I arrive d at about 
1400h rs  th e re  w as  one  boat on th e  platform  and tw o w aiting.  I m otore d s low ly pas t and h aile d 
th e m .  Ralph  s aid th e y w e re  running a bit late  and told m e  to tie  up on an adjace nt pontoon (th e  
s ign s aid No Mooring but Ralph  s aid no-one  w ould m ind).  So I did th at and s e ttle d dow n w ith  a 
be e r to w atch  h ow  it w as  done  w ith  th e  oth e r boats .

Eve ntually it w as  m y turn and I le ft th e  pontoon and s low ly m otore d round to approach  Se aLift



from  ups tre am .  W ith  th e  platform  floode d dow n, all you can s e e  is  tw o large , pile -lik e  obje cts  
s tick ing out of th e  w ate r.  As  ins tructe d, I brough t Gandalf s low ly be tw e e n th e m  and w h e n w e  
w e re  s tationary, a h ydraulic m e ch anis m  m ove d th e  pile s  toge th e r until th e y w e re  jus t touch ing 
th e  boat (Ralph  h ad pre -s e t th e m  to th e  corre ct be am ).  Ralph  and h is  h e lpe rs  th e n th re w  m e  
tw o line s , w h ich  w e re  fas te ne d to th e  ce ntre  line  of th e  platform , one  forw ard and one  aft. W ith  
th e s e  m ade  fas t to Gandalf’s  m ooring cle ats  th e re  w as  no pos s ibility of th e  boat m oving.  At th is  
point th e  com pre s s or w as  s w itch e d on and q uick ly and w ith out fus s  th e  platform  and Gandalf 
ros e  out of th e  w ate r –  it probably took  le s s  th an 5 m inute s . At th is  point a ladde r w as  produce d 
and I s cram ble d from  Gandalf onto th e  m ain Se alift pontoon w h ile  tw o m e n w ith  pre s s ure  s prays  
s tarte d to cle an th e  bottom . It’s  condition w as n’t as  bad as  I’d fe are d –  s om e  ye ars  th e re ’s  be e n 
s o m uch  grow ing on it th at I’ve  be e n afraid th at Englis h  Nature  w ould com e  along and de clare  it 
a cons e rvation are a!  Incide ntally, for th os e  of you w ith  a gre e n turn of m ind, th e  w as h ings  don’t 
go into th e  rive r but drain into a s um p from  w h e re  th e y are  dis pos e d of s afe ly.

Th e  m ain pontoon is  w e ll-e q uippe d.  In addition to all th e  m ach ine ry as s ociate d w ith  th e  
com pre s s ors  and pre s s ure  w as h e rs , th e re ’s  an office  but als o toile ts , a s h ow e r and a s m all 
k itch e n w h ich  cus tom e rs  can us e  –  all ve ry conve nie nt for cups  of te a or coffe e .

At th e  tim e  of m y trip I w as  s uffe ring from  a s tiff s h oulde r (anno dom ini th e  Doctor s ays ) and I 
w as  afraid th at too m uch  w ie lding of th e  rolle r m igh t aggravate  it, s o I h ad arrange d for Ralph  to 
do th e  antifouling and I w as  de ligh te d th at h e  w as  able  to s upply th e  re q uis ite  am ount of Blak e s  
Tige r at a k e e ne r price  th an any of th e  ch andle rs  th at I us e  in Bris tol or Gos port.  Th e  firs t coat 
w e nt on in th e  e arly e ve ning afte r w h ich  Ralph  w e nt into Cow e s  in h is  dingh y to ge t a m e al. 
 W h e n h e  cam e  back  h e  le nt m e  th e  dingh y s o th at I could do th e  s am e . W h e n I re turne d, 
fortifie d by a large  cod and ch ips  and a couple  of pints  of Gale s  H SB I w as  in a fairly be nign 
 m ood and pre pare d to s e ttle  dow n for th e  nigh t. I conne cte d to th e  s h ore  pow e r s upply s o th at I 
could run m y little  fan h e ate r, as  it w as  pre tty ch illy, and s e ttle d into m y s le e ping bag w ith  th e  
radio and a good book .  To m y s urpris e  at around 11pm  Ralph  s w itch e d on s om e  brigh t e xte rior 
ligh ts  and s tarte d th e  s e cond coat of anti fouling.  H e  s ays  th at it’s  e as ie r to ge t good cove rage  
of th e  s e cond coat th at w ay, be caus e  th e  w e t paint re fle cts  th e  ligh t be tte r th an th e  dry. It’s  an 
inte re s ting th e ory th at I don’t propos e  to put to th e  te s t!

Th e  follow ing day daw ne d brigh t and s unny and afte r a le is ure ly bre ak fas t I s cram ble d up onto 
th e  pontoon and vis ite d th e  office  to pay.  W h ile  I w as  th e re , I lam e nte d th e  fact th at I h adn’t 
bough t a cam e ra to re cord e ve nts  for th e  article  th at I planne d to w rite  for tw o club ne w s le tte rs . 
 Ralph  prom ptly produce d a digital cam e ra w ith  one  of th os e  ve ry s m all ph oto printe rs  and took  
th e  picture  th at you s e e  be low . It s h ow s  Gandalf s itting on th e  platform  w ith  tw o be autiful coats  
of antifoul on h e r bottom  w aiting to go back  into th e  w ate r.

At about 9 am  Ralph  w as  e xpe cting th e  firs t boat of th e  day, s o th e  valve s  w e re  ope ne d, th e  
platform  s ank  and w e  w e re  back  in our natural e le m e nt.  Th e  pile s  w e re  m ove d apart, th e  line s  
cas t off and w ith  crie s  of fare w e ll off I w e nt dow n th e  Me dina.  Once  out at Prince  Cons ort buoy 
th e re  w as  ve ry little  w ind and afte r about h alf an h our of doing little  m ore  th an drifting e as tw ards  
w ith  th e  flood I s uccum be d to bore dom  and s w itch e d on th e  e ngine .  An h our and a h alf late r I 
did a h alf-de ce nt job of ge tting back  onto m y m ooring (probably th e  bit about s ingle -h anding th at 
I lik e  th e  le as t) and do you k now , th e re  w as  no one  th e re  to s e e ! 

All in all I w as  ve ry ple as e  w ith  m y Se aLift2 e xpe rie nce .  I k now  th at for m any s ailors  it’s  a 
m atte r of pride  to do alm os t e ve ryth ing th e m s e lve s  and to pay for as  little  as  pos s ible  but for m e  
I th ough t th at w h at Se aLift offe re d w as  ve ry good value  for m one y and th e ir pe ople  couldn’t 
h ave  be e n m ore  frie ndly or h e lpful.  Incide ntally Ralph  s aid th at m any of h is  cus tom e rs  now  only 
antifoul e ve ry oth e r ye ar.  In be tw e e n th e y jus t bring th e  boat to Cow e s  for a 45m inute  lift and 



H OA Com m itte e

Ch airm an: Tim  Sh arm an
Vice  Ch airm an: Nick  Vas s
H onorary Se cre tary: Audre y Kynas ton
Tre as ure r: Mik e  Sh e ridan
Me m be rs h ip Se cre tary: Mik e  Sh e ridan
Ne w s le tte r Editor: Roge r Kynas ton
W e bm as te r: Rod Coom be r

cle an.  I m igh t ve ry w e ll try th at m ys e lf.  I w as  als o told th at dow n in a dis us e d factory in Eas t 
Cow e s  th e re  are  parts  for tw o m ore  Se aLifts .   W h e re  th e y e nd up is  not ye t ce rtain but 
Ports m outh  H arbour (h ow  h andy!) and Plym outh  w e re  pos s ibilitie s .

Me m be rs h ip

Th e  As s ciation continue s  to gain s tre ngth  in it's  m e m be rs  and w e  are  now  approach ing around 
200 m e m be rs .  Th is  re pre s e nts  an unparale lle d pool of inform ation and th e  s e m i inde pe nde nt 
Yah oo groups  m ailing lis t provide s  a ve ry us e ful re s ource  for th os e  of us  w h o are  able  to pick  
up its  dis cus s ions . W e  are  of cours e  als o de ligh te d to w e lcom e  ne w  m e m be rs  and in th is  w ay 
e xis ting m e m be rs  can h e lp.

Th e re  w e re  s om e th ing lik e  five  th ous and boats  built by H urle y m arine  alone  and a lot of th os e  
are  s till afloat.  At th e  e nd of th is  ne w s le tte r is  a de tach able  page  w ith  s om e  de tails  of th e  
as s ociation.  I w ould e ncourage  you to m ak e  s om e  copie s  of th is  and k e e p th e m  on your boat. 
Th e n, w h e n you ge t into conve rs ation w ith  oth e r H ure ly Ow ne rs  you can give  th e m  de tails  of 
th e  As s ociation and e ncourage  th e m  to join.

Th e  burge e  is  als o a good w ay of adve rtis ing th e  As s ociation and th e y are  available  from  
Audre y Kynas ton at th e  addre s s  provide d be low .  Th e y only cos t £10 as  w e ll.

Audre y Kynas ton
3 Th e  Be rk e le ys
22-23 Sunny Bank
South  Norw ood
London
SE25 4TH

e m ail: ak ynas ton@ blue yonde r.co.uk



H urley O w ners  As sociation
Do you ow n a H urley?  

Join th e  H urley O w ners  As sociation.

New sletter, advice , gath erings ,
annual rallie s , m e etings  and m ore .

O nly £10 per year.

Covering Alacrity, Signet, Felicity, Silh ouette , H urley 18, 20, 22, 24/70, 27, 30/9 0 and 9 .5 
M otorsailer, Sailw ind 27, Corondel 25 and Tailw ind 38.
Plus H urleyq uin m otorboats  and all derivative s  such  as  Dock eral 27, Ravensail 22, 
H urlw ind 22, Atlanta 25, M eridian 31 and Anderson 30 etc

Get in touch  w ith  M ik e  Sh eridan.  M em bers h ip Secretary
m ik e@ h urleyow nersas sociation.co.uk
w w w .h urleyow nersas sociation.co.uk

01732 453069
For tech nical advice  look  at w w w .om ega-yach ts e rvice s .co.uk  Nick  Vas s  07702 9 15524 

nick @ h urleyow nersas sociation.co.uk

Me m be rs h ip Flye r

Be low  is  a flye r.  W e  w ould urge  you to m ak e  copie s  of th is  and th e n you can give  it to 
oth e r ow ne rs  of H urle ys  you m igh t m e e t w h ile  out cruis ing.



Se acock s  and Sk in Fittings  on your H urle y

Se acock s  are  pre s e nt to s h ut off th e  flow  of w ate r from  or to ite m s  of plum bing aboard th e  
ve s s e l.  Th e re  are  th re e  type s  of s e acock s : th e  gate  valve  type , w h ich  is  lik e  th e  dom e s tic 
plum bing type  w ith  a re d w h e e l, w h ich  is  turne d clock w is e  to clos e ; th e  ball valve  type , w h ich  is  
pre fe rre d by m any and h as  a le ve r to ope rate  a ch rom e -plate d bronz e  ball; and th e  traditional 
‘Blak e s ’ type , w h ich  is  com ple x in its  cons truction and is  com pris e d of a tape re d pe g, w h ich  is  
rotate d by a le ve r ins ide  a bronz e  h ous ing.

W h ate ve r type  is  us e d on your ve s s e l, th e y s h ould alw ays  be  turne d off w h e n you le ave  th e  
ve s s e l, or, in th e  ins tance  of th e  s ink  and s e a toile t plum bing, th e y s h ould be  s h ut off w h ils t at 
s e a.  H ow e ve r, th e  cock pit drain s e acock s  s h ould be  le ft on w h e n le aving th e  boat to drain aw ay 
rainw ate r. Th e  s e acock s  s h ould be  m ade  of bronz e  and not bras s , as  is  th e  cas e  w ith  dom e s tic 
plum bing ite m s  th at you ge t from  a DIY s h op.  Bronz e  is  m ore  re s is tant to e le ctrolytic and 
galvanic corros ion, w h ich  is  a m ajor proble m  on boats .  W h e n you buy ne w  s e acock s , you 
s h ould as k  th e  s e lle r if th e y are  bronz e .  Th e re  are  s e ve ral diffe re nt type s  of bronz e , including 
Mone l, but all include  a m ixture  of coppe r, z inc and tin.  Bras s  is  s ofte r and th e  z inc can le ach  
out aw ay from  th e  coppe r too e as ily.  You s h ould ch e ck  your s e acock s  e ve ry tim e  th at you vis it 
your boat.  Th is  s h ould be  done  at le as t once  a m onth , th e  s e acock  h andle  or le ve r s h ould be  
turne d from  fully ope n to clos e  a fe w  tim e s  s o th at it doe s  not s e iz e  up.  You s h ould ch e ck  for 
le ak s .  Th e  gate  valve  and ball valve  type s  s h ould not le ak  at all, but th e  Blak e s  type  ofte n drip a 
little , as  th e y re ly on a tape re d pe g w ith  h ole s  th rough  it be ing pus h e d into a flange .

You s h ould s crape  th e  s e acock  e ve ry ye ar to s e e  if it h as  corrode d.  A pe nk nife  or s cre w drive r 
s h ould be  us e d to s crape  at th e  oxidis e d body of th e  valve .  If it is  brigh t ye llow  w h e n s crape d, all 
is  w e ll, but if it is  pink is h , it m e ans  th at th e  z inc in th e  m e tal h as  s tarte d to le ak  aw ay by 
e le ctrolytic corros ion.  Th e  s e acock  s h ould be  ch ange d w ith out de lay if found to be  corrode d, as  
th e  m e tal w ill be  brittle  and m igh t bre ak  off if th e  h andle  is  turne d.  Mos t s unk e n boats  th at I 
com e  acros s  h ave  com e  to grie f be caus e  of a faile d or le ak ing s e acock .  Th is  is  a m ajor w e ak  
point on any ve s s e l.

Se acock s  are  m os tly us e d be low  th e  w ate rline  of th e  h ull. Th e y are  s cre w e d to a flange  calle d a 
s k in fitting, w h ich  is  fitte d to th e  h ull to cre ate  a h ole  th rough  w h ich  w ate r can e s cape  or e nte r th e  
ve s s e l.
Sk in fittings  are  us ually m ade  of gunm e tal, w h ich  is  a m ixture  of coppe r, z inc, tin and ch rom ium  
and is  s im ilar to bronz e .  Sk in fittings  us e d be low  th e  w ate rline  s h ould not be  m ade  of nylon or 
oth e r plas tics , as  th e y can be com e  brittle  and crack  in tim e . Nylon is , h ow e ve r, us e d above  th e  
w ate rline  for ite m s  s uch  as  bilge  pum p outle ts  and gas  bottle  lock e r drains .  H e re  are  s om e  
e xam ple s  of s e acock s  and s k in fittings :

- Cock pit drains  –  us ually tw o and found unde r th e  cock pit
- Engine  raw  w ate r coolant intak e , s om e tim e s  w ith  a s traine r
- Se a toile t e fflue nt outle t
- Se a toile t flus h ing w ate r inle t
- Galle y s ink  and vanity bas in drains

Fle xible  h os e s  of re inforce d PVC s h ould be  attach e d to h os e  flange s  or th e  s e acock s  w ith  tw o 
s tainle s s  s te e l ‘jubile e ’-type  h os e  clips .  Som e  s e acock s  are  m ade  of plas tic.  Th e y are  fitte d to 
s om e  ne w  Europe an and Am e rican yach ts  and w ork  w e ll.  Fore s par corros ion and e le ctrolys is  
fre e  ligh tw e igh t plum bing units  are  an e xam ple .
w w w .fore s par.com s ale s @ fore s par.com
Fle xible  h os e s  fitte d to th e  s e acock s  s h ould be  of re -e nforce d PVC and not plain cle ar PVC. 
 Plain cle ar h os e s  crack  w ith  age .  Fle xible  h os e s  s h ould be  fitte d to th e  s e acock  flange s  by tw o 
h os e  clips  at e ach  h os e  e nd.

Nick  Vas s .  Te ch nical Advis or H OA



Article s  and oth e r contributions

Th is  ne w s le tte r is  e ntire ly for th e  be ne fit of th e  m e m be rs h ip.  One  of th e  w ays  in w h ich  you can 
h e lp w ith  th is  is  to contribute  m ate rial for th e  ne w s le tte r.  All s ubm is s ions  are  grate fully re ce ive d 
and w ill im m e as urably s tre ngth e n th e  ne w s le tte r.  Exam ple s  could include  an inte re s ting or 
e njoyable  cruis e  you unde rtook  or s om e  w ork  you did on your boat s uch  as  fitting a ne w  m as t 
s upport.  Ph otograph s  are  als o w e lcom e  th ough , in th e  inte re s ts  of k e e ping cos ts  low e r, w e  
cannot print too m any th ough  w e  m ay be  able  to put th e m  on th e  w e b s ite  as  w e ll.

You can us e  any form at to s ubm it article s  th ough  e le ctronic is  pre fe rre d as  it s ave s  m e  from  
h aving to copy type  it in.  For th e  m os t IT lite rate  am ongs t you, th e  be s t docum e nt form at is  th e  
Ope n Office  .odt type  th ough  w ord docum e nts  are  als o fine .  Ple as e  double  s pace  all article s  
and if s ubm itting ph otos  by e m ail could you z ip th e m  up firs t to s ave  on m y inbox.  I try to us e  
th e  Arial font as  th is  is  th e  m os t re adable  one .  Als o, as  I us e  a de s k top publis h ing s oftw are  it is  
a lot e as ie r if you do not e m be d im age s  in th e  docum e nt but s e nd th e m  as  s e parate  file s  (jpgs  
are  be s t).  If you pre fe r, s e nding th e m  to th e  addre s s  be low  on a CD, is  als o fine .

Roge r Kynas ton
Editor H OA Ne w s le tte r
3 Th e  Be rk e le ys
22-23 Sunny Bank
South  Norw ood
London
SE25 4TH
e m ail: rk ynas ton@ blue yonde r.co.uk

CLASSIFIED ADVERTISEMENTS

H urley 27 'Fre edom ' £89 50
19 73 Long Keeled Sloop.  new  engine  
19 9 2, re -rigged, VH F, GPS, Navtex, 
liferaft, instrum ents  etc 2005. 
 Serviced &  antifouled June 2007. 
 Great fam ily sailing boat, lying 
Sh ore h am -by-Sea.  Tel 01273 
871771/0779 3 721083



H urley 24/70 in excellent 
order, surveyed 2005, all 
recom m endations
carried out, Yanm ar 1GM  
refurbis h ed, new  standing 
rigging, new  gas
system , new  prop and stern 
gear. £9 500 ono. 

Contact
k ynaston@ gm ail.com  in first 
instance .




