
 
 

ANNUAL GENERAL MEETING  
1000 SATURDAY 25th FEBRUARY 2017 

AT THE ROYAL PLYMOUTH CORINTHIAN YACHT CLUB 
 
 
Members present: 
 
Ian Atkinson, Maggie Bouchier, Bruce Carter (Committee), Vicky Carter, Mike Carter, 
Donia Coomber, Rod Coomber (Committee), Steve Dart, Tom Eaves, Christine 
Eaves, David Edwards, Justine Edwards, Bob Holder, Hilary Littlewood, Tony 
Littlewood (Committee), Phil Kirby (Committee), Ian Sinclair (Committee), Tim 
Sharman (Chairman), Colin Spraggs, Robert Vere, Wendy Vere, Paul White, Howard 
Williams. 
 
Apologies had been received from: 
 
Ray Aston, Richard Coase, Alurie Dutton, James Hester, Ray Munns, Ken Moxon, 
Neil Pudney, Colin Scott, Ralph Smith, John Udy, John Wheeler. 
 
1.  Minutes of last meeting 
 
These had been on the website for some time and there were no outstanding 
actions. 
 
The minutes were approved. 
 
2. Chairman's report 
 
Tim said that his full report was on the website and then summarised the state of the 
Association under various headings.    
 

 Finance and Membership are in good shape (to be reported under Item 3). 
 
 In addition to BYHH 2016 there had been a number of good rallies in the past 

year. 
 

 The archive - both hard-copy (thanks Bruce Carter) and online (thanks Rod 
Coomber) – were in good shape and still growing with various new items 
appearing over the course of the year.   

 
 The website continues to prove its excellent worth and interaction between 

members on Facebook and Yahoo continues to be lively.  
 

 HOA had a good year for publicity with BYHH getting a good airing and, in 
addition, the efforts of Nick Vass, Phil Brook and Roger Powell at the 
Southampton Boat Show had resulted in good coverage. 

 



3. Membership and Finance 
 
Ian Sinclair tabled detailed accounts and membership statistics.  Current 
membership stands at 289, with 79 memberships not renewed and 59 added since 
March 2016.  This is in accordance with the usual trend. 
 
The closing balance of the year was a healthy £3k despite spending over £5k on 
BYHH.  BYHH brought in an income of approximately £3k including the ECF 
donation of £1k plus ticket sales. 
 
The value of books, burgees and calendars in stock amounted to £576. 
 
David Edwards proposed congratulations to the Committee for bringing the BYHH 
project to a successful conclusion for less than £6k. 
 
4. Bring Your Hurley Home 2016 
 
There was general and highly-positive discussion about the BYHH event. 
 
Tom Eaves said that he had a recording of the Spotlight programme including the 
report of the event and sail-past, which he could make available to members. 
 
5. Social Media 
 
There was a general discussion about the Website and the Facebook and Yahoo 
forums.  Wendy Vere said that the internet forums were in general very useful.  Paul 
White said that the access to Facebook was good, although Mike Carter was 
frustrated with the large amounts of unwanted trivia which come with it.  Tim 
Sharman said that there was still a large amount of historical information and images 
on Yahoo, which was fairly easy to survey, which seemed not to be so with 
Facebook.  Colin Spraggs had experienced difficulties logging-into the website 
member’s area. 
 
Rod Coomber reported that he was going to make changes to the menu bar and 
create an ‘About Us, heading to make room for new information, such as the recent 
awards. 
 
6. George Hurley Memorial Trophy 
 
Tim Sharman explained that this trophy had been sponsored by Margret Miller, 
George Hurley’s elder daughter, who had been unable to attend BYHH.  Margret’s 
wish was to have something to honour the memory of her father and that the 
Committee should have discretion as to how the trophy was awarded. 
 
Tim also explained the Committee’s deliberations on the criteria for the award, which 
they had finally decided would be for cases of significant voluntary efforts on behalf 
of the Association. 
 
The Committee had recognised that in inaugurating this award, there were a number 
of people in the history of the HOA who ought to be recognised.  These were: 
 
John Udy – who started HOA on his own initiative in 1998 and ran it single-handed 
for around 4 years.  John will hold the trophy, for a year or until it is next awarded. 
 



Oscar Vermeulen – who created the first web site, amassed a large amount of 
historical data and strongly supported the emerging Association. 
 
Martin Palmer – who first set-up and ran the Yahoo forum and who also collated 
archive information and supported new Hurley owners with information about the 
origins of their boat. 
 
Nick Vass – was a member of the original Committee which took over from John Udy 
and has provided, and continues to provide, first-class technical help and advice to 
new and existing owners. 
 
Tim reported that he and Ian Sinclair had taken the opportunity to visit John Udy, 
whilst en route to Plymouth in order to present him with the trophy and his certificate 
containing the citation.   Certificates with citations will be provided to the other three 
recipients.  Photographs and citation will appear on the web site in due course. 
 
Wendy Vere suggested that news of the award to John Udy may be of interest to 
Practical Boat Owner.  Tim took an action to follow this up. 
 
Action: Tim Sharman to send a report of the trophy award to PBO. 
 
7. Elections to the Committee 
 
Ian Sinclair, Rod Coomber, Tony Littlewood and Bruce Carter all re-affirmed their 
willingness to continue to serve on the Committee. 
 
Tim Sharman reported that Phil Kirby had kindly agreed to join the Committee, 
following its meeting in November 2016. 
 
Tim went on to explain his decision to step down from the Committee following the 
AGM, which he had first outlined in the Chairman’s report.  Tony Littlewood 
eloquently thanked Tim for his service and presented him a gift on behalf of the 
Association. 
 
Tim said that, with his stepping-down, there was a space available on the Committee 
(maximum 6 members) and encouraged members to think about serving the 
Association in this way.  Tony Littlewood emphasised the need for a new Chairman. 
 
8. AOB 
 
Wendy Vere proposed a vote of thanks to the Committee for BYHH. 
 
9. Date of next meeting  
 
To be decided by the Committee in due course. 
 
 
Post Meeting Notes 
 
1. Following the meeting, David Edwards gave an interesting and informative 
talk about the restoration of Hurley 18 ‘Womble’.  On completion Tim Sharman 
awarded David & Justine the Designer’s Rosebowl trophy and a certificate and 
citation.  Ian Anderson sponsored the Rosebowl in the 1980s on behalf of the, then, 
Hurley 22 Association.  A shield has been added to the base with the legend ‘D & J 
Edwards  - Womble – 2017’ 



 
2. Tim Sharman introduced Geoff Wheeler, Commodore of RPCYC, to the 
meeting and, in recognition of the strong links between the Club and the Association, 
presented him with a burgee (large) and BYHH plaque, both framed together.  Geoff 
explained that this would take pride of place in the member’s bar. 


